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September 28, 2014

Adrienne Claggett, Secretary

6817 Glenwood Court

Glenn Dale, Maryland 20769

Dear Pastor:

The Clergymates of Prince George's County is sponsoring our 29th Annual County-wide Oratorical Contest on March 7, 2015 at 2:00 pm. We are inviting all Christian Churches of the metropolitan area to participate.  This is our way of fostering public speaking skills in our youth.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the Contest Rules and a Contestant Application Form.  Please duplicate the Contestant Application Form as needed.  Each church is allowed to have one contestant in each category. The Contestant Applications should be mailed to Mrs. Evelyn Hughes our Oratorical Contest Coordinator at the address noted on the bottom of the form by February 9, 2015.

We encourage your participation.  We feel this will be a very rewarding experience for our youth.  Please complete the Oratorical Contest Response form attached below, and return no later than January 12, 2015, informing us of your intent to participate and who will be the contact person. We would like to be in touch with the contact person to assist him/her in any way we can.  If we do not hear from you, one of the Clergymates may follow-up to see if you are interested or need any assistance.

Again, we encourage your participation.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Evelyn Hughes on (301) 441-8445 or you may also contact me on (301) 464-9405.

Yours in Christ,

Adrienne Claggett, Secretary

Cut here

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------            

Oratorical Contest Response

(Please Print)
Name of Church ___________________________________________________________​​___

Name of Pastor _______________________________________________________________

Name of Contact Person ________________________________________________________

Contact Person's Phone Number (___) ____________ email address _____________________

                   Mail To:

Mrs. Evelyn Hughes, 7752 Lakecrest Drive, Greenbelt, MD 20770

ORATORICAL CONTEST APPLICATION

Application Deadline:  February 9, 2015

Note:  Application may be copied as needed

Date submitted______________________
Date received_________________

Contestant: (Circle One)

Category I (grades 4-6) 
Category II (grades 7-9)
   Category III (grades 10-12)

Personal Data (Please Print): 


1.  Name ________________________________________________________


2.  Age__________________


3.  Address_______________________________________________________


4.  Telephone Number______________________________________________


5.  Name of School and Grade_______________________________________


6.  Parent’s Name_______________________________________________

7.  Participant or Parent’s email address________________________________

Church Data (Please Print):


1.  Church Name__________________________________________________


2.  Address_______________________________________________________


3.  Pastor’s Name_________________________________________________


4.  Telephone Number______________________________________________


5.  Contact Person’s Name__________________________________________


6.  Contact Person’s email address____________________________________

Fee Submitted with Application ($10/contestant)_______________________________

Make check payable to Clergymates of P.C. County, and submit all applications to:

Mrs. Evelyn Hughes

7752 Lakecrest Drive

Greenbelt, MD 20770

No money or applications will be accepted the day of the contest.
Clergymates of Prince George's County

ORATORICAL CONTEST RULES FOR 2015
1.
Date:


Saturday, March 7, 2015, 2:00 pm (Contestants refer to #14)

2.
Place:


From the Heart Church Ministries 


4949 Allentown Road 


Suitland, Maryland 20746

(301) 899-9411
3.
Subject:


“As a Christian: How can I be an Agent of Peace in this violent world?"  

Suggested references:


Isaiah 26:3


Proverbs 16:7

John 14:27

John 16:33

Romans 15:13  

Philippians 4:7


Note: You may use these references or any others that you chose.  

4.
Time:


No less than three (3) minutes and no more than five (5) minutes.  The timekeeper will stand at the end of three (3) minutes and remain standing until five (5) minutes have passed.  When the timekeeper takes his/her seat, the speaker should also sit if he/she has not already finished.  There will be a ten (10) second grace period on each side of the timeframe during which the contestant will be penalized 10 points off his/her total score.  Otherwise, any contestant whose speech is shorter than 2 minutes 50 seconds or longer than 5 minutes 10 seconds will be disqualified.

5.
Delivery:


Each contestant is encouraged to adopt a delivery style with which he/she is comfortable, as long as he/she remains within the designated area (pulpit area).  Keep in mind that delivering a speech is not the same as preaching.
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ORATORICAL CONTEST RULES FOR 2015

6. 
Introduction:


Each contestant should begin his/her speech with the following phrase, which is to be included in the five minutes:


To the presiding officer, honorable judges, ladies and gentlemen, my subject is: 

“As a Christian: How can I be an Agent of Peace in this violent world?"


**Contestants are to remain anonymous during the contest. Therefore he/she should not mention their name or church during their speech.  Anyone mentioning his or her name or church name will be disqualified.
7.
Categories:


The contestants will be grouped into three (3) categories: Category I (4th, 5th & 6th graders); Category II (7th, 8th & 9th graders); and Category III (10th, 11th & 12th graders).  A church may enroll one contestant for each division.

8.
Eligibility:


All contestants must be students in the proper grade and of the laity.

9.
Previous Winners:


Previous first place winners are ineligible for participation in the same category again.  However, one who has been a first place winner on one level may compete on a higher level when he/she reaches the grade to participate in the next level.

10.
Method of Judging:


Contestants will be judged in the following six (6) areas with the maximum number of points a contestant may earn from each judge being 100:


Content, 35%; Originality, 15%; Poise, 10%; Delivery, 20%; Pronunciation, 10% and

Enunciation, 10%.

11.
Memorizing:


All speeches must be memorized.  Any person who carries notes or script to the platform will be disqualified.
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12.     Illness:


In the event of illness of a contestant, which interrupts his/her presentation, that contestant will be allowed another chance to present and be judged if they recover before that particular category finishes.  If they recover after the category finishes, they will still be allowed to present their speech (but not be judged)--acknowledging how much effort has gone into the preparation of each speech.  It is only Christian that we do this.
13.
Prizes:


Trophies are awarded to the winning church in each division.  The winning church has the right to keep the trophy in its possession until the next year's contest.  A church that has had a winner in the same category for three (3) consecutive years may retain the trophy permanently.  Certificates of participation are given to each contestant.


In addition, each first place winner will receive a $200 gift certificate, Church trophy and an individual trophy.  Each second place winner will receive a $100 gift certificate and each third place winner will receive a $75 gift certificate.

14.
Punctuality/Discourse Requirements:


The contest will start promptly at 2:00 pm.  All contestants are required to be present at least 45 minutes ahead of time for preliminary instructions.  Those who fail to report to the committee by 

1:30 pm will be penalized 10 points off his/her total score. However, anyone arriving after 

1:45 pm will be disqualified.

15.
There will be an orientation at the church on Saturday, March 7, 2015, from 12pm -- 1pm.  You may use this time to familiarize yourself with the setup of the church.

16.
RULES AND REGULATIONS WILL BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO.  NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE.  THE JUDGES' DECISIONS ARE FINAL.

17.
Deadline:


All applications must be received by February 9, 2015, along with the $10 entrant fee.  Make check payable to Clergymates of P. G. County, and submit all applications to:

Mrs. Evelyn Hughes

7752 Lakecrest drive

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770
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